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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
The staggering size and varying quality of the biomedical literature require pharmacy students to 
understand the clinical research process, statistics used to analyze the data, develop methods for 
managing the biomedical literature and critically evaluate the data presented in that literature. This 
course will provide the student with the knowledge and tools necessary to manage this area of practice. 
This course is 3 credit hours for Shenandoah University visiting students.  
 
COURSE FORMAT: 
The course consists of series of lectures and discussions to develop the students’ skills to assess, 
evaluate and apply information in order to make better informed, rational, responsible and ethical 
therapeutic decisions in patient care. Two exams will be given during the course, which are equally 
weighted to determine the course grade for Shenandoah University visiting students. Question types 
will vary, and will assess application of the material. Note: The number of exams may vary based on the 
academic year in which the course is offered. 
       
COURSE OBJECTIVES:   
At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
 

1. Differentiate between the research designs of clinical studies  
2. Categorize components of a clinical drug study 
3. Evaluate the validity of the study 
4. Evaluate the appropriateness of statistical methods used in research studies 
5. Determine how population-based medical literature influences the development of clinical 




