Getting a social security number

A social security number (SSN) is assigned to those who have authorization to
work in the United States. If you do not have work authorization, you are not
eligible for an SSN.

Students holding F-1 and J-1 status who are employed in the U.S. must apply
for an SSN. F-2 dependents are not eligible to work and are not eligible for a
Social Security number.

You will need to wait until you have been in the U.S. at least 10 days and
registered in SEVIS by your DSO before applying for an SSN. You may not
apply for a number until you have begun working, and you can be paid before
you have received your SSN.

Checklist

1. Obtain proof of both employment and work authorization.






